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BT But the~ team: ‘got cold feet
‘over*-the«=assassination-: ‘and
‘decided 10 ‘fb'ow--t‘x

Banks,-SS’ uho'ls accusod
of blackmailing:: the-"- Somozaj
regime: for s"ao 800 . .(about
£104 000) said -he:was. cne cff
six: Brmsh andaAmencan«mﬂn
hired as’ 2ssassins- by :a CIA]
man, Col Frank Sturge« ERE
a S.urg-ss, wine,* he: smd._ was
involved - in ..the ~Waterzate
scandalt and was “the " all ved
third - man- in the.-nPrendent
Kennedy - a;sassmatxon ;> bad
told  bim :the order- for the
assassination -~ of “Somoza - had.

from Mr. C - d his

i Baaks” savd M al"tu;sgemg
Surgss:the six; hired- meqa. ex-
pressed_- 2stonishment” al-. the
contract and’ ways.were discus-
séd ‘about: stopping:it: beoause]
it>was Tegarded a;..t:oo _Seripus
poltically ~agd” stabik l:yﬁmse to
‘be: carriad. throughe: =7 0
<> It'wes agreed; h- add.rd th
he should ‘acproach the’ Somoza
regime--aud <offec information
‘about . the .assassization’ plot in
Teturn - for: $250-000 and homes
;and Job& in- the . main - Nicar-|
aguar °city, of-..Managua: foc
themsslves and .thsir families. -
< ‘Baunks "daimed hel waited ‘a
few ,days. to .let ‘the’ situation
siak: m.aq.d eventmtly rang the
N‘mgmn.zmbassy ia Loixdon,
buk. the . result: was-.” not:, very

;O'rro LESSING, a retired deneral
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~.-A defence witness; Briz. -Gen.

i~ the- United -States - Marine
Corps. told: the:court-he -had
travelled from America to give
evidence because *'I felt a man
of : his-- (Banks’s)- stature - and
excellent service.to-the United
States and his country deserved]
somebedy to stand -up. for hxm
and back him-up:”’

-.The  general recalied a tele-
:vho-w ca]} ‘he:-received. from
Banks 'asking his.advice on ‘a
“very - sensitive-- mat‘er" 1
central America. SR

¢ After Banks- had evplamed
the details involving-an_gpera-
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ton coricerning a: former head]
of “state;’ Gen.' Lessm" said he;
told Bamks. he-thougzat it avas:
*frame~ ‘up.” » o Hn also ©cons
sidered: it waa “ridiculons and!
impossible” ; that :the- Um’ed
States 'fovernment was‘ mwlved
ia the plol' . eih -

= -Baoks, -of Colleve Road, Col'-t
lege. Tuwn, Camberley, Surtey'
nied:: - three=" blackmait|
harg »iRITHE s m}
" <The tnal was adjoumed um’.l
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